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proposals	here	seeks	to	conserve	the	name	Forsteronia with the con-
served	type,	F. spicata.	This	proposal	is	intimately	linked	to	the	other.






























of Pinochia P. corymbosa	(Jacq.)	M.E.	Endress	&	B.F.	Hansen,	with	
the	same	basionym.	Pinochia is	thus	an	illegitimate	name,	an	issue	
which	our	second	proposal	seeks	to	address.
The	proposals	here	are	a	means	to	maintain	nomenclatural	sta-
bility	by	keeping	the	widely	used	name	Forsteronia	in	its	traditional	
and	current	delimitation,	not	only	in	taxonomic	and	floristic	works,	
but	also	extensively	in	ecological,	entomological	and	ethnobotani-
cal	literature	(e.g.,	Hansen	in	Berry	&	al.,	Fl.	Venez.	Guayana.	2:	
492–501.	1995;	Hopkins	&	Memmott	in	Ecol.	Entomol.	28:	687–693.	
2003;	Morales	in	Darwiniana,	n.s.,	43:	90–191.	2005;	Campanello	
&	al.	in	Forest	Ecol.	Managem.	242:	250–259.	2007;	Ezcurra	&	al.	
in	Zuloaga	&	al.,	Cat.	Pl.	Vasc.	Cono	Sur	2:	1090–1143.	2008;	Sanz-
Biset	&	al.	 in	J.	Ethnopharmacol.	122:	333–362.	2009;	Morales	&	
Hansen	in	Davidse	&	al.,	Fl.	Mesoamer.	4(1):	675–676.	2009).	If	the	
proposal	on	Forsteronia	 is	declined,	all	species	of	Forsteronia as	
currently	defined	must	be	given	another	generic	name,	Aptotheca 
Miers	(Apocyn.	S.	Amer.:	150.	1878)	based	on	A. corylifolia	(Griseb.)	
Miers	(Forsteronia corylifolia	(Griseb.)	Griseb,),	a	name	never	used	
for	any	other	species	and	hence	requiring	41	new	combinations,	and	
at	the	same	time,	Pinochia,	with	four	recognized	species,	would	then	
become	Forsteronia.	If	the	retention	of	Forsteronia	 in	its	current	
sense	is	accepted	by	conservation	of	F. spicata	as	type,	the	segregate	
genus	Pinochia	will	lack	a	legitimate	name.	Although	established	
less	than	10	years	ago,	it	seems	only	sensible	to	make	it	legitimate	by	
conservation,	once	the	cause	of	its	illegitimacy	is	removed	through	
the	conservation	of	Forsteronia.
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